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FROM THE EDITOR

When Jacques BarchHon founded Merveilles & contes/Marvels & Tales in 1987,
he established a much needed central forum for fairy-tale studies. Because the
vast interest in folktales Jnd fairy tales exists among diverse disciplines, the
countless studies of this broad generic territory are dispersed among widely
divergent and unpredictable locations. While the scattered nature of fairy-tale
scholarship reflects its rich cliversity, it also explains the often parochial, myopic,
uninformed, and redundant scholarship that frustrates our progress. It also
impedes our ability! La map the bibliographic maze of fairy-tale studies and to
traverse it \vith mllch confIdence.
With Merveilles & conics/Marvels & Toles Jacques BarchHon gave fairy-tale
scholars the multidisciplinary [arum tbat had been lacking. Addressing the
[airy tale in its diverse contexts and manifestations, and from the perspectives
o[ different disciplines, tbe Journal became a home not only [or publishmg new
research, but also for bringing neglected fairy-tale texts and traditions to the
attention of a potentially much wider audience. This major contribution to fairytale studies remains the objective of this journal, as indicated in the Editorial
Policy published elsewhere in tl1lS volume. In the pages of Marvels & Tales fairytale scholars-whatever their disciplines-can share important research on the
fairy tale, communicate across disCiplinary boundaries, introduce important
texts to new audiences, and review the latest books and other media related to
tbe [airy tale.
The journal's distinct identity as a [arum [or fairy-tale scholarship accounts
[or the refocused title, Marvels & Tales: Journal of FailY- Tale Studies, which is also
meant to simplify name recognition and bibliograpbical citation. So, despite the
outward changes in the journal's design and format, Marvels & Tales remains
indebted to the vision of its Founding Eclitor, Jacques Barchi/on. I am grateful
to him for the conftdence he bas placed in me and for his help during the
transition of Marvels & Tales to its new publisher, Wayne State University Press.
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In looking rorward, I want to note that the next i~Slll' llr M(/Ivc/'i {-,

"[(lin

will be a special issue on the rairy tales of Angela Carter, cllttrd hy (;lIl'~t Editors
Cristina Bacchilega and D~lIlicllc tvl. J\nl"1l1er" Ik"'ldc~ ~lrt!Cks antl;1 n'\'IC\\" e"<",I),
on CarleI' scholarship, this special Issue will :Il"n lllclulk ll)']gllla! fil"tilln h>"

Robert Coover and ivlarina \"Varner, a~ \wll ,IS IIIU~1 rill Illll~ hy (,11),]1111,1 '-Jilr,~ll()d"
Finally, I gratdull), acknnwktlgc t h,1\ 1J11;1Ill"I:d ~llpplln lor (ill' nlltlll,L; (II t hI'-.
issue was gencrl)l\sly pro\'idl'll hy Dr ~llllllr;1 i\ ()'Nl"lk, 1k,m pi till' ("(lllcgc
or Liheral Ans, \V,l)'nc ~!,l1e llnl\Tr~i(r I:dllllr\,d ,1'-. .... h(,lllll' \\",[-... prll\"ldn! hy
Barbara \'olpe ;1I1d lbrhJril \\'Ind,u\":rk, \\'hlllll I ,d . . {l \\'l .... li III (h.m].::

10

